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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
(Concluded from p. 65.) 

Why do all parts of the Scriptures so forcibly en- 
join piety towards God, and benevolence towards 
men; and why do all parts of the New Testament 
so much insist on “repentance towards God, and 

in the Lord Jesus Christ,” and so strongly 
represent the awful consequences of “ neglecting 
s great salvation,” if this great salvation is, never- 
theless, the gift of God to every man, without such 
tions, if they are allowed to be conditions? 

Again—What was the flame in which the rich 
man was tormented, if there is no future punish- 
ment ? 

[tis perhaps unnecessary to multiply instances, 
but to me it appears that the New Testament, taken 
@a whole, is a message from God to man :—Points 
ait to him a way of salvation through the atone- 
ment of Jesus Christ, or through the practice of 
those duties which he enjoins; that man as a free 
agent may, nevertheless, embrace or not embrace 
this proffered mercy, and thus deprive himself of 
the benefits held out to him. Should you, how- 
eer, Mr. Editor, or any of your correspondents, 
take up the subjects of the above interrogatories, I 
shall wish to avail myself of the earliest opportu- 
tity of renouncing any opinion I may hold, and of 
adopting one in its stead more consonant to the 
word of God. I solemnly protest, that the above 
inquiries are not made by a prejudiced bigot, but 
by one open to conviction, and who will readily 
relinquish an untenable position though a favourite 
one. CANDIDUS. 


REMARKS. 

We reply to Candidus’s queries as follows—The 
teason “why all parts of the Scriptures so forcibly 
enjoin piety toward God, and benevolence toward 
man,” is, because this course is indispensable to 
man’s happiness. The reason “ why all parts of the 
New Testament so much insist on repentance to- 
ward God, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,” is, 
‘because the course pursued by man perpetuates his 
misery. He is, therefore, advised to repent—to turn 
ftom his unhappy path, and believing God, to re- 
joice in his salvation. The reason “ why the awful 
consequences of neglecting so great salvation, are 
80 much insisted on,” is, because the consequences 
are awful! Many who neglect the “great salva- 
tion” of God, and substitute the Little salvation of 
men, are in awful circumstances. Witness the dis- 
tracted, religious maniac—resorting to self destruc- 
tion, not to obtain peace, but to flee, if possible, 
fiom the aful salvation invented by man! These, 
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to say nothing of the millions who are partially 
insane, and reliziously miserable, are evidences of 
the “awful consequences of neglecting this great 
salvation.” 

Candidus lays much stress upon this great salva- 
tion being the gift of God. And asks, Why all this, 
&c. “if this great salvation is, nevertheless, the gift 
of God to every man, without such preparation, it 
they are not allowed to be conditions?” Answer, 
Supposing salvation was for sale—then it would be 
conditional. Now would not yott insist upon the 
propriety and expediency of a man’s accepting an 
invaluable inheritance as agv/t, freely offered, ove: 
that of sale, when he was unable to advance the 
purchase money ? If you pay the value of the arti- 
cle sold, the seller confers no favour. Let this 
matter be viewed in a proper light. God is the 
owner of all things. There is not a condition which 
can be named, on the part of man, but man is alto- 
gether dependent on God for the means of comply- 
ing with the condition. Consider the following 
simile. Candidus has a son, who is blind and 
lame. He offers his impotent son provisions for a 
day, on condition of going a mile, and returning, 
ata stated time. Candidus knowing his son cannoé 
go, carries him, and then furnishes him with pro- 
vision, It may be asked, Is man so situated? We 
answer, Yes! Why, then, are the things required, 
if he is unable to perform them? We ariswer, The 
simile is not all told. Candidus’s son required the 
exercise of his journey of the mile, to produce an 
appetite. Mankind, mentally, have no relish for 
the great salvation. They cannot, of themselves, 
acquire this desire, any more than Candidus’s blind 
and lame son could travel, without assistance, the 
mile required. They will never desire, nor see, this 
great salvation, tinless their eyes are opened. Open- 
ing the blind eyes, and cartying the lame and blind 
son, are the “preparations” Candidus speaks of. 
Now, we shall not only concede, but insist on it, 
too, that the preparations are necessary, (in this 
mode of existence, in any other we have no author- 
ity on which to predicate any thing farther than is 
revealed,) anid that no man can receive a gift so long 
as he is so blind and ignorant that he knows noth- 
ing about it. Consider the following simile. A 
man dies, after bequeathing ten farms, well stocked, 
to his ten children. The children are ignorant of 
the will or disposition of their father toward them. 
They hear imperfect accounts of the farms, and 
would like to receive them, on condition of paying 
for them a sum which they cannot possibly raise. 
They are suffering all the evils of poverty. They 
are told, The farms are yours, “ without money, and 
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without price.” The consequence of neglecting 
this great salvation from this poverty and wretch- 
edness is pointed out; but they, ignorant of the 
father’s disposition and will toward them, say, I do 
not believe it. “There must be something for us 
to do.” There are conditions for us to perform. 
And their kind neighbours stop in, and say, Yes, we 
have seen the will, and although the will says the 
farms belong to all of you, we know that the word 
all means a part. The farms belong to a part of 
you, who, we do not know. They are likewise 
told, There are conditions for you to perform, and 
unless you comply with them, you will never have 
the farms. One says, My 
futher would never make a will so horrid as that 
will must be, which makes all fare alike well. An- 
other declares, The welfare and riches of the whole, 
depend on the poverty and wretchedness of a part. 
A third declares, If all my brethren are to share 
alike, I will have nothing! I had rather starve than 
all should be fed. If T cannot have a farm without 
my brethren are provided for, 1 do not want one. 
Some of them make mvidious comparisons. A part 
are declared to be unworthy. And that it would be 
the height of iniquity, to put them upon a level 
with their brethren, who, in their estimation, were 
not half so deserving as themselves. This is the 
state of man. Look around you, and see, every 
day, the “great salvation” slighted, for no other 
reason except those mentioned in the simile.— 
What abominable selfishness! What awful conse- 
quences result from neglecting this great salvation! 

You will please to remember, neglecting this sal- 
vation, and obtaining this salvation, are two things. 
There is no lack of disposition on the pat of God 
to communicate knowledge of the truth to man. 
But man is so hostile to his neighbour, that he does 
not desire this “great salvation,” which is for all ; 
but a little salvation for a part! A man may not 
neglect this great salvation, but, unless God bestows 
knowledge, (which communicates life,) the man can 
never receive it. We believe firmly, that no man 
ever existed who was in sincerity willing that all 
men should be saved, and sincerely desired their 
salvation, and remained in this state of “ prepara- 
tion” without having the knowledge of God’s un- 
changeable purpose to save all communicated to 
him, and peace flowing like a river as a conse- 
quence. 

When Paul went flaming with rage to Damas- 
cus, he did not neglect the little salvation! The 
little salvation was all his concern. The great sal- 
vation he hated. But God was pleased to open his 
eyes to the truth, and to seal him for a chosen vessel 
to carry the Gospel to the Gentiles. This was, in- 
deed, an extraordinary case. We therefore see that 
the preparation which produces repentance, or a 
turaing from the little salvation, which is of man, to 
the great salvation, which is of God, cometh from 
God. Therefore, we read, of Christ, “ Him hath 
God exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give 
repentance unto Israel, and remission of sins.” 
When the repentance is given, or, a disposition to 
prefer the happiness of the whole, which is God's 


The brothers disagree. 


purpose, tothe happiness of a part, which is pon’, 
purpose, it isaccompanied with faith in the prow... 
es; with belief in the Scriptures, which declare. 
that “ God was in Christ reconciling the world \y,,, 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto the.” 
Consequently, he believes his sins are remitted, «, 
“ blotted out asa cloud.” It is merciful in God t 


make mankind learn, by experience, the awful con- 
sequences of an uniorgiving and unmercifal spirit. 
So long, therefore, as he permits them, unrestrained, 
to neglect this great salvation, and prefer the litte 
salvation of men, so long they will remain enemies 
to God and one another. So long they will despise 


their brethren, and neither repent nor receive semis 
sion of their sins. 

To Candidus, we say, The command has gon 
forth—* Thou shalt love thy netghbour as thyseli.” 
For “love is the fulfilling of the law.” Lave is the 
preparation. Love is the condition, if you want a 
condition ; for without it no man can never be saved 

Quere. 
bour, when he consigns him to endless misery ? 

Candidus again interrogates—“ What was th, 


How much does a man love bis nei) 


flame in which the rich man was tormented, if they 


is no future punishment 7” 


We declare, once fo, 
all, that we believe there is future punishment. Wi 
believe all time posterior to the present moment, to 
be future. The convicts in the State Prison sutie: 
future punishment. The punishment is poste 

rior to their crimes. To-morrow is fuiure! The 
third day it will be past! Mankind grumble and 
growl at a sad rate when they endure prese 
suffering themsclves. But for their neighbours, 
nothing short of future endless fire and brimston 
will answer! But, talk of happiness—the tables 
are turned ina moment. We pious folks want ts 
be happy for ever. We deserve it! But our wicked 
neighbours, they enjoy more comfort in this woild 
than belongs to them. They shall be damned, o 
we shall be terribly disappointed. This is the eur- 
rent religious coin of the present day. Candidus,!s 
turning to James iii. 6, will find an account of th 
ame which burns with hell-fire. Namely—* Th 
tongue ts a fire,a world of iniquity ; so is the gong. 
among our inembers, that it defiketh the whole bod), 
and setteth on fire the whole course of nature, and i 
is set on fire of hell.” We refer Candidus, for a! 
exposition of this parable, to our First Volume, No 
28, 38, 48, and 50. 

We conclude, by tendering our thanks to Candidu: 
for his unprejudiced and candid inquiry, and recor: 
mend to his serious consideration the declaration— 
“Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and 
he shall lift you up.” Jam. iv. 10. 

Vote—Free acent is aphrase not found 
the Scriptures ! 

—p>— 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

S1r,—Having seen a good deal lately in the Gos- 
pel Herald on the doctrine of the atonement, I hav: 
thought proper to trespass a little on your time anc 
Paper, by making a few remarks on your observa 
tions on that subject. 





In No. 7, under the head “ Atonement consider 
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2 ee es 
1,” you quote from Hebrews, “ In burnt-offerings 
ind sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure,” 
apd draw the conclusion that they were not accept- 
able, “That he never had pleasure in burnt-offer- 
nes, &e.” This, I think, is erroneous. For if so, 
w hv did he command them to be offered? (See Le- 
yiticus.) I think he had no pleasure in any sacrifi- 
«es under the law, (Heb. x. 11.) abstractedly con- 
Jered, but only as they had reference to Christ, 
ad prefigured the great atonement he made for 
mankind. I will go even further and say, he had 
yo pleasure in the death of Christ, only as it recon- 
jled us to himself. You proceed—* It was always 
God’s will to sanctify and save man, and Christ came 
in consequence of that will, and to accomplish 
(od’s beneficent purposes.” "This I believe—that 
Christ did come to save man; but the controverted 
yout is, How did he doit? When this is cleared 
e, the controversy is at an end. 

Ido not believe in a vicarious sacrifice in the 
strict sense of the word, and ain not therefore under 
the condition of answering your interrogatories ; but 
| shall take some notice of them before I proceed. 
(uder the head “ Satisfaction for sin considered,” 
vou ask, First, “ Was God dissatisfied with man ?” 
To this I would answer—As his creature, his own 
offspring he was not; but whether God was dis- 


¢ 


pleased with men as sinners? no one who reads 
‘he first and second chapters of Romans, U think, 
veedto ask. This will render answers to 2 and 3 
unnecessary. To those under 4 and 5, I answer, 
That love induced the gift of Jesus, according to 
| John iv. 10; and that the sacrifice of Christ was 
it to appease him, for that would make the Deity 
changeable ; which is impossible, but to satisfy Di- 
vine justice. For in him (Christ) merey and truth 
ave met together, righteousness and peace have 
embraced each other. ASPASIO. 
(To be continued.) 
ANSWER. 

Among the many existing causes for regret and 
lissatisfaction, we rank among the foremost, the im- 
perfection of human judgment and perception, It 
is perhaps almost impossible for any man in this 
hody of sin and death, to be quite freed, at any time, 
from the imperfections which, we have strong rea- 
sons to fear, are intertwined with his present exist- 
race. To say nothing of the more active and unru- 
ly passions, which, acted upon by external excite- 
inents, too frequently enslave mankind, we would 
confine ourselves to the consideration of the ordina- 
ty incentives which propel men to act and decide, 
when their reason is at the helm, and prepossession 
alone influences their decisions, God, only, is the 
impartial, unbiassed Judge! God only sees things 
as they are; and, uninfluenced by inproper, irre- 
gular, or unnecessary, passions or emotions, dwells 
in light, and life, and love. Whatever pretensions 
the Editor of this Paper may have made to sincerity 
in his principles, and however tenacious he may be 
in defending them, he would never be suspected of 

preferring claims to infallibility, however obstinate- 
ly he would contend for the few demonstrative 
truths, or advocate those, which to his (perhaps er- 
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roneous) conception, ave too weil established to be 
questioned with reason, or denied with consistency. 
Relying, alone, upon God, from whom, only, wis- 
dom and truth are derived, and being, he would 
humbly trust, as willing to confess his errors, as to 
commit them, he can have no concern so weighty 
as truth, and no object so great as the attainment 
of it. 

Under the influence, he believes, of these princi- 
ples, he assures Aspasio that he ‘as rather ertended 
his views, than changed his sentiments, or aliered 
his principles. 
understanding, and consequently a misconstruction, 
of the Editor’s explanation and remarks, is request- 


Aspasio, however, to prevent 4 tis- 


ed to consider, that mankind may often, and io sin 
cerity, mistake one another, and view the same 
things differently at different times, and under a 
change of circumstances. Foreign to, but not les 
important than these, is another consideration. 
Man, being imperfect, his productions, for a thou 
sand reasons, and as many concomitant cau: es, are 
imperfect also. In the common transactions of 
secular life, the words, terms and phrases, are grad- 
uated not only from habit, custom, and use, upon a 
regular and organized basis, but utility, where fraud 
is not practised, has tested their meaning, and guar- 
anteed their application. The state of the atmos- 
phere, the specific gravity of bodies, and many terms 
designating rules and principles, which, from their 
universal application and utility, are divested of am- 
biguity and rendered altogether unequivocal, can 
testify. But, in theology the case is widely diiler- 
ent. There every passion which avarice, hatred, and 
revenge inspires, have, in their turn, influenced, 
commanded, and confounded. Was the rate of ex- 
change in the commercial world graduated on prin- 
ciples, and subjected to caprices, and a$ fluctuating, 
as theological principles, man could not sustain civ- 
ilization. Was the difference of opinion relative to 
the comparative value of articles, as great as the ex- 
tremes in religious definitions, our markets would 
one day be regarded as filled with pernicious nui- 
sances, and the next, numbers would be swelled 
till comprehension was exhausted to ascertain their 
amount, and estimate their value. One instance is 
sufficient to cite, to test the truth, and mark the ex- 
pediency of our declarations, The word, common 
in theological disquisitions, which many, who would 
be accounted wise men, use to signify an illimitable 
and infinite duration, is supposed to have been used 
by the prophet Jonah, to mean only three solar 
days!!! Contrasted with this, common extremes 
might be adduced and brought as evidence to de- 
monstrate the existence of congruous principles. 
Requesting Aspasio, and the reader, to keep the 
foregoing remarks in constant view, we directly 
commence our reply to Aspasio’s communication. 
When we shall have fully considered the interrog- 
atory which closes Aspasio’s second paragraph, as 
follows, “ This I believe—that Christ did come to 
save man; but the controverted point is, How did 
he doit? When this is cleared up, the controversy 
is at an end ;”—when we shall have considered this 
properly, the controversy will be at an end; and 
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make all comment on the residue of this paragraph 
unnecessary, We shall consider this in its proper 
place. 

Of Aspasio’s third paragraph, we have only to re- 
mark, that if he will concede that “ divine justice,” 
which Christ came to satisfy, required the endless 
happiness of all mankind, we shall agree that Christ 
came to “ satisfy divine justice !” 

(To be continued.) 
—< 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
FALL OF ANGELS. 

The tradition of the elders are like a broad and 
beaten way, in which thousands have trodden, and 
multitudes are still going on, neither doubting or 
stispecting, even under the imposition of the grossest 
absurdities: A blind zeal is encouraged ; passive 
obedience is honoured; and bigotry receives the 
siniles of complaisance from men of sinister views ; 
for by these things they have their wealth. It is a 
thing well understood by those that hald dominion, 
and lord it over other men’s consciences, that if free 
investigation is not discouraged, and reason discard- 
ed, as blind, debased and fallen, and the right of 
thinking and judging for ourselves disallowed, the 
multitude would soon arise to an independence 
in judgment which they could by no means 
control. Was reason to resume her proper empire 
and sit upon her throne, unawed by superstition, and 
unshackled by the crafty and designing, no doubt 
but some things that are confidently believed 
among us, as systematical and well founded, would 
soon prove to be fabulous and chimerical. May 
not the supposed origin of sin, and the fall of an- 
gels, be of this kind? It is commonly believed that 
sin originated in heaven; began its operation with 
one of the highest angels, who headed a rebellion 
in those abodes of blessedness ; that he was finally 
repulsed and driven down into some lower region, 
and hath by wiles, and stratagems, taken possession 
of our world and subjugated its inhabitants. The 
history of this wonderful transaction they think is 
clearly set forth in Scripture, particularly in the 
éth verse of Jude. “And the angels which kept 
not their first estate, but left their own habitation, 
he hath reserved in everlasting chains under dark- 
ness unto the judgment of the great day.” No doubt 
but this verse ought to be understood as follows— 
And the angels which kept not their first estate in 
Jesus Christ, i, e. of light and knowledge of the 
truth, but left their own habitation or government, 
and the stationin which they were placed for the in- 
struction of others—-He (God) hath reserved in ev- 
erlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment 
of the great day, or last day, or Gospel day. 

It is well known to those who are conversant in 
Scripture, that preachers of the Gospel, and those 
that had the oversight of churches, were called 
angels, and also stars. See Rev. 20, The seven 
stars are the angels of the seven churches. The 
star that St, John mentions, in the 9th chapter, that 
he saw fall from heaven, was, undoubtedly, one of 
those angels that kept not his first estate, which was 
a heavenly employment, but left his habitation for 





a life of sensuality and earthly-mindedness ; or, in 
the words of the Apocalypse, fell from heaven to the 
earth. If any thing in Scripture would prove ty. 
fall of angels, the words of Peter, I think, would }, 
the most favourable testimony. “ For if God spared 
nat the angels that sinned, but cast them down to 
hell, and delivered thein into chains of darkness to 
be reserved unto judgment.” If there is a pit, ¢: 
prison, into which thase angels were cast, how is j; 
that they are ranging and roving in our world? Fo; 
we read, that “ He (God) delivered them into ehains 
of darkness to be reserved unto judgment.” Now, 
according to the common understanding of the pas- 
sage abave quoted, one of the four consequences 
that I shall mention must be admitted— 

Viz. Either those fallen angels, or devits, as they 
are now called, have broken their chains in which 
they were to have been confined until the day of 
judgment, and have escaped their prisons, or they 
have been liberated ; or the day of judgment is pasi 
Or the devils are not rambling and ravaging in ow 
world, as multitudes suppose. 

The word angel signifies messenger, or minister 
Therefore read—If God spared not the ministers 
that sinned, but cast them down to hell, &c.—in this 
way the difficulties are removed at once. 
sideration of the case of David may serve to eluci- 
date what hath been offered above. David, in ad- 
dressing his thanks to God, saith in Psalm Ixxxvi. 
13th verse: “ Great is thy mercy toward me: and 
thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell.” 
Let this be compared with Psa, cxvi. 3. where he 
undoubtedly refers to that time of distress, “ The 
sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of 
hell gat hold upon me: I faund trouble and sorrow.” 
With such authority, I think it will not be too much 
to read, If God spared not David, who sinned, but 
cast him down into the lowest hell, ox deepest dis- 
tress, where the pains of hell gat hold upon hin! 
Neither did God spare Jonah when he sinned, but 
cast him down, and he cried out of the belly of hell. 

I mention these two cases, to show that the pains 
of hell may be experienced without leaving this 
world. I cannot allow that the angels are omni- 
cient, When we read in Tim. v. 21. “I charge 
thee before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
elect angels, that thou observe these things,” I am far 
from believing that al! the angels of God were pre- 
sent, or had an intuitive knowledge of the fact. But 
the elect angels there referred to were the chosen 
ministers of Jesus Christ, who were either present, 
or knew that Paul had given such a charge to Tim- 
othy. In 1 Cor. xi. 10. Paul saith, “ Fer this cause 
ought the woman to have power (or a covering) on 
her head because of the angels or ministers,” that 
the assembly before them should not appear conti- 
sed, but that there should be proper signs, and to- 
kens of distinction. If the revalt in heaven was be- 
fore, or about the foundation of our world, and those 
angels that fell, immediately became devils, it is in- 
comprehensibly strange that those notable actors in 
the grand drama should not even have a name, for 
more than two thousand and five hundred years, 
according to Scriptuse chronology. (See Lev. xvii. 


A con- 
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7.) They are again mentioned in Deut. xxxii. 17, 
where Moses speaks of them to the children of Is- 
rael, as gods that had newly come up; whom their 
fathers feared not. This could not have been cor- 
rect in Moses if they were as old as creation, and 
one of them in Eden had brought death and dam- 
nation upon Adam and all his posterity. 

I think there would be irreconcilable difficulties 
in understanding that the cherubims placed at the 
tree of life were real angels, or that the tree was lit- 
erally such, or the sword that turned every way at 
once. And if the cherubims were not literal angels 
or spirits, of just men made perfect, then there was 
no need of a prototype. What is here offered is 
aot intended as a denial that there were angels or 
multitudes of beings before the formation of our 
lobe. But I cannot allow that the Scriptures by 
ny means warrant us to believe that sin or the sin- 
sing angels were ever in the heaven of holiness, cal- 
ied the third heaven. The place itself would have 
been polluted, and must have undergone a change. 
ifthe peace hath once been disturbed by rebellion 
and uproar, it may be again, and we have no guaran- 
tee for future tranquility. 

Finally, that sin was ever in heaven, is a proposi- 
tion wholly inadmissible. From whence then came 
the devils, and what is their origin? The difficulty 
of answering this question hath undoubtedly been 
the reason of so many honest people adopting the 
sentiment that we have just had under examination. 

That there are devils, or wicked spirits, I think 
must be admitted, _ The phrases—* He suffered the 
devils not to speak, because they knew him: and 
they besought him that he would not send them out 
into the deep,” &c. and many like expressions, can- 
not well accord with the idea that the infirmities 
and evil propensities of the earthly man are exclu- 
sively the devils mentioned in Scripture. But what 
those devils are, and from whence they came, we 
have no particular revelation that is direct to the 
point; but can only reason from analogy. In Di- 
vine record we have many accounts of angels, or 
men, being sent on messages of love to the children 
of men: and those messengers are frequently called 
men, as well as angels. In this, certainly, there 
must be adesign, Christ hath told us that they that 
shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and 
the resurrection from the dead, shall be as the an- 
gels, or like the angels, Jacob, when he had the 
vision of his ladder, saw the angels of God ascend- 
ing and descending. Let it be remarked, that they 
first ascended. When Peter stood before the gate, 
knocking, the people within could not believe it was 
Peter, in person, but said, It is his angel; doubtiess 
meaning his spirit. 

John having received the Revelation from the 
angel, fell down at his feet to worship him, but the 
angel said, See thou do it not, I am thy fellow- 
servant, and of thy brethren the prophets, Nothing 
can be more express. He (the angel,) was a fellow, 
or equal servant, and of John’s brethren, the pro- 
phets. I think this point sufficiently clear, that the 
spirits of just men in a glorified state, are angels. 
Then, by a parity of reasoning, if the spirits of good 





men are good engels, why not the spirits of evil 
men evil angels? According to Sacred Record, 
God had told Cain that he should be a fugitive and 
a vagabond in the earth. But Cain went into the 
land of Nod and builded a city. We have no evi- 
dence that the sentence was ever executed in the 
days of his flesh. When the sons of God came to 
present themselves before the Lord, Satan, or an 
adversary, came also amongst them. And when the 
Lord said unto him, “ Whence camest thou?” he 
describes himself as a fugitive and a vagabond, go- 
ing to and fro in the earth, and walking up and 
down in it ;* and this doubtless as a punishment for 
being a murderer and a liar from the beginning. 
Having given these hints I leave the subject to those 
who have talents for a deeper investigation. 
S. M. ROSE. 
—_—<p>—_ — 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
THE MORALIST, NO. VIII. 
“ The liberal soul shall be made fat.” Soromon. 

The writings of the wise man abounds with the 
most instructive and consoling lessons. Instead of 
fettering the miad with tradition, and chaining rea- 
son to superstition’s sanguinary car, he bids her fly 
on the wings of freedom, 

“ Unawed by influence, and unbribed by gain.” 

From his productions information of the most 
important nature may be obtained, To the illiberal, 
narrow-minded, and unfeeling, he speaks in lan- 
guage that cannot be misunderstood. He warns 
them of the dreadful effects of an unfeeling disposi- 
tion. He tells them that the cup contains poison of 
the most deadly nature. It is a fact, however, that 
is demonstrated by every day’s experience, that the 
wretch, though loaded with iron, famishing for the 
want of spiritual food, and parched. with mental 
thirst, still cares for his purse, and is regardless of 
the wants and sufferings of his fellow-beings. He 
becomes lean in consequence of miserly conduct : 
justice marks him as her victim, and pours her con- 
tents into his guilty lap. He is soon the victim of 
scepticism and despair. He cannot behold the ap- 
proach of death with a serene calm. He looks at 
the-grave with dread, and starts back with horror. 
He smites his breast in a fit of desperation, and ex- 
claims, “I have been the oppressor of the poor, 
the fatherless and destitute, The orphan has been 
a victim to my unrelenting cruelty. Once I could 
paint scenes of future pleasure, that I expected to 
derive from the possession of wealth, and pamper 
my vanity with the consideration that I was rich ; 
but O! how deluded was I! How changeable is for- 
tune! Instead of enjoying that felicity which I pro 
mised myself, 1am now a wretch forlorn, an out- 
cast of society, an object of derision, and a victim 
of despair, 





~* Our correspondent is certainly equivocal, to say the 


least, in his reasoning here. Haying no evidence of an 
event, is no proof that it never took place. But, in this 
case we have positive testimony. Cain was a fugitive, &c 
and the Lord ause he was a fugitive set a mark upon 
him, &c. Itus likewise very si that Cain's sentence 
should not be executed in the days of his flesh, when the 
sentence was, that he should be a fugitive in the “ earth '" 
And the testimony declares, “‘ He that soweth to the flesh 
shall of the flesh reap corruption!” Ed 
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How different is the man in whose bosom philan- 
thropy finds a home! Who cherishes the noble 
principles of charity. Who feeds the hungry, 
clothes the naked, heals the bruised, and relieves the 
necessity of the sufferer. His soul is fat. He en- 
joys the sweets of peace, he regales himself on Hea- 
ven’s richest dainties. His bosom is warmed with 
the rays of celestial love. The morning zephyrs 
waft the fragrance of health and happiness to his 
peaceful habitation. ‘The dews of the evening drop 
fatness upon his head; the flowers of the vernal 
season meet his eye, deck his path, and please his 
taste. To promote his felicity, all nature lends her 
aid. For him death has no terrors. He submits, 
with laudable resignation, to the afflictions of this 
mortal state—a heavenly smile graces his counte- 
nanee—on his head is seated the crown of honour— 
wreaths of heaven-born charity adorn his brow, 
while trophies of victory over avarice and cruelty 
proclaim him the widows’ and orphan’s friend. 
From the eye of misery has he often wiped the tear 
of distress. Into the lap of want he has poured the 
bounties of his munificence,—in consequence of 
which his soul is made fat. Than him there exists 
not a more happy man. Reader, he is worthy thy 
unitation. L. 

—>— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
QUESTIONS. 

Mr. Editor—I should like to be informed, through 
the medium of the Herald, whether the following 
passages are to be understood in a literal sense: 
viz. John v. 24. “Verily, verily, I say unto you, he 
that heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation; but is passed from death unto 
life.” 

Ver. 25. “ Verily, verily, the hour is coming, and 
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of 
the Son of God; and they that hear shall live.” 

Chapter vi. 50. “This is the bread which com- 
eth down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, 
and not die.” 

Ver. 58. “This is that bread which came down 
from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, 
and are dead: he that eateth this bread shall live 
for ever.” 

VIII. 15. “Verily, verily, 1 say unto you, if a 
man keep my saying, he shall never see death.” 

In our Saviour’s reply to Martha, on the resur- 
rection of Lazarus, are these words, “ He that be- 
lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live. And whosoever liveth and believeth in me 
shall never die. Believest thou this ?” 

If the above passages are to be taken in a literal 
sense, translation is certain to the believer. How- 
ever, your opinion, Sir, will be very acceptable. 

JOHN, 

Boston, June 20, 1822. 

ANSWER. 

We reply to John’s first quere as follows—The 
word condemnation, into; or under, which those 
come, who do not believe, is explanatory of the pas- 
sage, being itself explained, where we read—* He 





that believeth not is condemned already,” &e. Th, 
death spoken of is upon all unbelievers. It is no; 
the literal death of the body. But to be “ carnal}, 
minded, which is death.” ' 

Second quere, is explanatory of the first. “Man,” 
we read, “shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God.” 

Third quere is farther illustrative. 
spoken of is the word. 

Fourth quere, is, also, explanatory. You wil! 
please to consider, that the for ever spoken of, jx 
the life of the believer in this mode of existence ; 
which an apostle said, (the life) he “lived by faith 
of the Son of God.” That is, by eating the bread. 

Fifth quere, is an exposition of the former. 
Keeping Christ’s saying, is a convertible term for 
eating the bread. The death spoken of is the con- 
demnation consequent upon unbelief. 

Sizth quere settles the whole. “He that liveth 
and believeth shall never die.” That is, so long as 
he believeth, so long he shall live. And so long as 
he lives, he shall not die! 

The life spoken of is a life consequent upon faith, 
or eating the bread. Not a life consequent upon 
the health of the body. 

We inform John, that in the sense we understand 
the above passages, translation is certain to the be- 
liever. For when he believes, or eats the bread, he 
is “delivered from the power of darkness, and 
translated into the kingdom of God’s dear Son!” 
See Col. i. 13. 


The bread 


—>—- 
FOR TIE GOSPEL HERALD. 
PIOUS FRAUD. 

Mr. Editor—In your 8th Number I observed a 
piece entitled “The Mountain in Labour.” The 
very same play which the writer takes notice of, I 
have seen acted, about three years ago, in the city 
of Trenton, New-Jersey. There lived a very re- 
spectable and intelligent old gentleman who had 
long been in fellowship with the Methodists ; dur- 
ing Which period he professed a firm belief in the 
final restoration of all the human race to the favour 
of God. For, as he expressed it, If it was the will 
of God that “all should be saved and come to the 
knowledge of that glorious truth,” what power on 
earth or in hell could hinder it! The Methodists 
not being able to bear that doctrine, they either put 
him out of the synagogue, or he left them. The old 
gentleman having a desire for society, joined the 
Presbyterians. That union did not last long. Then 
he joined the Quakers: that union, also, like light 
and darkness, could not continue. The good old 
man was then branded as a heretic.. But his worst 
enemies could bring no charge of immorality 
against him. 

The play now comes to be acted. The old saint 
was visited with affliction, and together with bodily 
disease he laboured under mentad derangement ; 
this was construed by his Methodist friends asa 
judgment from God, for his wicked errors in be- 
lieving that God would finally be mereiful to all 
his offspring. The old servant of God had atem- 
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porary suspension of his malady, and a return of his 
reason; ducing which period he was visited by 
the resident Methodist minister, who discoursed 
with the old man (in my presence) about the many 
lappy seasons they had together in Christian fel- 
lowship, and also respecting his prospects beyond 
the crave. To which the old gentleman replied, 
That his trust and confidence was unshaken in the 
havacter of God as the Saviour of all men, and as 
his Saviour in the prospect of death: or words to 
that effect. But the following Sunday, the same 
priest declared, from the pulpit, to an exulting peo- 
oh , that the dying man had renounced his heresy, 
ind died in the faith of that incomprehensible and 
yleasing doctrine of eternal torments, to the great 
joy of all his people! A FRIEND TO TRUTH. 
—_ifir— 
From the (London) Universal Theo. Magazine. 
SKETCH OF THE MEMOIRS OF 
JOHN HUSS, AND JEROME OF PRAGUE, 
TWO EMINENT PROTESTANT, MARTYRS. 

“The holy army of martyrs praise thee, O Lord.” 

Having delineated the most prominent features 
in the lives of Wickliff, Luther, and Melancthon, 
we proceed to consider two other celebrated char- 
ters, who forwarded the REFORMATION, but who 
fell victims to the dark and merciless genius of 
yopery. ‘The names of John Huss and Jerome of 
Prague, ought to be held in everlasting remem- 
prance! Their talents, their learning, their zeal, 

e entitled to the admiration and gratitude of the 
protestant world. We put them together because 
‘hey were intimate with each other—their labours 
vere in Many respects united—and they were still 
further assimilated by the nature and severity of 
their sufferings. They bore a joint testimony in 
fivour of pure and undefiled rcligion, and sealed 
that testimony with their blood! Not to contem- 
plate such characters with reverence, would argue 
on our part great insensibility. Let us imitate 
such examples of tried integrity. Let us view their 
exeriions, though attended with pain and ignominy, 
inaproper point of view, keeping in our eye the 
final recompense of reward. 

Joun Huss was born at Hussenitz, a town of 
Bohemia, about the year 1376, and received a libe- 
ral education in the University of Prague. Having 
taken the degree of B. A. in 1393, and that of M.A. 
in 1395, he accordingly became, in 1400, a minister 
ofa church in that city. The writings of Wickliff 
had reached Bohemia, and they were admired by 
Huss, who acquiessed most heartily in his exposure 
of the errors and vices of the Romish church. The 
sale of indulgences particularly roused his indigna- 
tion. The archbishop of Prague began by this time 
to be alarmed at the increase of the Hussites, issu- 
ed forth two mandates—the one ordering the 
wiitings of Wickliff to be burnt—the other incul- 
cating the belief of transubstantiation. These man- 
dates were opposed by Huss with zeal and ability. 
An appeal was made to the pope, and the archbi- 
shop was accordingly summoned to Rome. After 
various altercations, however, it was determined 
that Huss and his followers were heretics, a name 


which in every age has been bestowed upon the 
reformer of ecclesiastical errors and abuses. In- 
deed, the cry of heresy has been the bugbear of the 
church. The indolent, who are too lazy to inquire, 
and the interested, whose advantage it is to perpet- 
uate ancient prejudices, will always be inclined to 
stigmatize with the appellation of heretics the che- 
rishers of a rational and manly piety. 

Huss, with a courage highly commendable, con- 
tinued to preach and write against the errors and 
superstitions of the Roman church. In consequence 
of his labours he was banished from Prague. Pope 
Jobn having published a bull against the King of 
Naples, about the year 1413, our reformer exposed 
its wickedness and folly. On this occasion some ot 
the Hussites were seized and put into prison, where, 
contrary to the most solemn assurances of their 
safety, they were executed. Their bodies, howe- 
ver, Were rescued by the protestants for interment, 
and handsome tokens of respeet paid to their 
memory. 

Huss appeared, agreeably to his summons, at the 
council of Constance, 1414, where he was exam- 
ined and then imprisoned for heresy. This was 
done, notwithstanding the emperor had given his 
word for his security; nor were his efforts after- 
wards to release him from this captivity, attended 
with the least success. Tossed from prison to pri- 
son for six whole montis, suffering great hardships 
from those persons to whose custody he was com 
mitted, he was at last condemned without a hear- 
ing. The emperor complained heavily of this in- 
justice, and insisted upon his being heard. He was 
therefore once more brought up, in the month oi 
June, 1415—defended himself before the council— 
but after much noise and tumult, they declared fox 
his recantation. This he nobly refused, and was 
carried back to prison, whence he was borne to ex- 
ecution with every possible degree of ignominy. 
He was stripped of his sacerdotal vestments by 
bishops appointed for the purpose—formally de- 
prived of his university degrees—and had a paper 
crown put on his head, painted with devils, with 
the word Heresiarch inscribed in large letters. 
Thus arrayed, he was delivered over to the civil 
magistrate, who burnt him alive, his books having 
been previously consumed by fire, at the door of 
the church! His ashes were gathered up, and flung 
into the Rhine! He died with uncommon firm- 
ness and resolution. 

(To be Continued.) 
—g—— 
“GOOD NEWS FROM A FAR COUNTRY!” 

We recently received a letter from Brother Tim- 
othy Bigelow, of Palmyra, Portage county, Ohio, 
who is a herald of “ good tidings ;” as follows: 

Palmyra, Portage Co. Ohio, June 26, 1822. 

Dear sin—I wish you to invite, through the 
medium of the Gospel Herald, any of our brethren 
in the ministry, to meet with us this year in our 
associations. The Rien-nanp Association of 
Universalists, will convene in Frederickstown, Enon 
county, (Ohio) on the last Wednesday and Thursday 





in 4ugust. The Nontuern Association of Uni- 
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versalists, will meet at Shalersville, Portage county, 
Ohio,) on the first Wednesday and Thursday in 
September. By giving the above notice you Will 
confer a favour on your friend and brother in 
Christ. TIMOTHY BIGELOW. 

P.S. We have, in addition to our ministers in 
this part of this state, in about one year, an accession 
of three from the Baptists—two from the Methodists 
-—two from the Christians, and three young men 
from our own Society, making ten in all!” 

Note. The above welcome tidings, is a clever 
offset to the “overgrown Tract,” which bandies 
about the trumped up story of Two converted Uni- 
versalists, whom no body ever did, or ever will 
know any thing of, save in the Tract of nine 
pages. 

~~ 


CONTINUATION OF GOOD NEWS. 


The believers of the Truth in Norwalk, (Con.) 
met on the 4th inst. and commemorated their free- 
dom from spiritual darkness, by forming them- 
selves into a society, which is the First Universalist 
Society in Norwalk. 

The new church, belongirg to the Society of 
Universalists in Norwich (Con.) was, on Sunday 
last, dedicated to the service of the “GOD of 
the Spirits of ALL flesh.” 

Churches are now building, in the following 
towns, by the believers of the TRUTH. In Phila- 
delphia, (Penn.) Albany,(N. York.) Cambridge- 
port, Shrewsbury, and Western, (Mass.) Provi- 
dence, (R. 1.) one each. And it is contemplated to 
build another church in Boston, and one in West- 
Cambridge, the present year. 

In addition to the above, we are continually re- 
ceiving the most gratifying intelligence of the in- 
crease of the Truth, in almost every direction. We 
have every thing to HOPE, and nothing to FEAR. 
For this work is of the Lord, and none can over- 
throw it! HALLELUJAn! 

“ Glory to God, in the highest. 
good will towards men.” 


On earth peace, 


i 


THE TEAR OF GRATITUDE. 
[By S. Woodworth.] 


There is a gem more pearly bright, 
More dear to mercy’s eye, 

Than love's sweet star, whose mellow light 
First cheers the evening sky ; 

And liquid pearl, that glitters where 
No sorrows now intrude, 

A richer gem than monarch’s wear, 


The tear of gratitude. 


But ne'er shall narrow love of self 
Invite this tribute forth, 

Nor can the sordid slave of pelf 
Appreciate its worth ; 

But ye, who sooth the widow's wo, 
And give the an food, 

For you this liquid pear! shall flow, 
The tear of gratitude. 


Ye who but slake an infant's thirst, 
Heavenly Mercy 


> In = y's name, 
ir pl e a crust 
© sweet par te may elaim: 
“ Then while you rove life’s sunny banks, 
With sweetest flowrets strew’'d, 
Still may you claim the widow's thanks, 
The orphan’s gratitude.” 





ANECDOTE. 


A gentleman (the hon. Mr. W.) from the north, 
being in one of the southern states, at the solicita- 
tion of an intimate friend, attended a meeting to 
hear a Calvinist Baptist. As was expected, his 
theme was hell. He seemed to dwell upon it with 
rapture. Through the whole discourse he did no- 
thing but describe the torments of the damned, jn 
their infernal prison. After meeting, Mr. W.’s 
friend said to him, “ Well, Sir, don’t you think we 
have had a heavenly sermon?” “No, Sir,” replied 
Mr. W. “ there was nothing in it but hell /” 

Mr. W.’s friend was almost affronted. His warmt) 
of friendship has never since returned. 

Bost. Univer. Mag. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED 

At this Office, for the Boston Universalist Magazine 
Philadelphia Universalist Magazine and Christian Messey- 
ger, Hartford Religious Inquirer, and Portland Christian 
Intelligencer. The above-mentioned Papers are edited by 
able Advocates of the Truth ;—The Gospel God preached 
to Abraham. 

Subscriptions are also received for the Greek and Eng 
lish Testament, now publishing in Philadelphia, by Abne: 
Kneeland, pastor of the First Universalist Church in tha: 
city.s The Greek according to Griesbach; the English 
upon the basis of the London fourth edition of the Improved 
Version; with an attempt to further improvement from the 
translations of Campbell, Wakefield, Scarlett, and Mack- 
night. 

CONDITIONS. 

[. The work will be printed on fine paper, and with 
a new type. 

If. It will be published in two volumes royal duode 
cimo, and come out in 13 numbers, each num- 
ber containing about sixty pages. 

Ill. Price to subscribers, for the whole work, will 
be 3 dollars 25 cents, (which is less than the store 
price of Griesbach without the translation) that 
is, twenty-five cents a number, to be paid on the 
delivery of each number, or $3 75 cents bound: 
one half to be paid on the delivery of the first 
volume. 

IV. There will be no copies to be disposed of to 
any, except subscribers, until the whole work is 
complete, which, should there be a sufficient en- 
couragement, will progress as fast as possible, 
with accuracy. 

V. Those who subscribe for six copies, or become 
accountable for that number, shall receive a 
seventh gratis. 

VI. The utmost care will be taken in examining 
the proof sheets, an not a single sheet allowed 
to go to press wntil it is known to be correct. 
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